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Kentucky Hospital Research & Education Foundation 
Emergency Preparedness Update 

for February 28, 2021 

KY COVID Update 
(KY Public Health Daily Summary)  There were 675 new cases recorded today, with 91 new cases 19 and 
under.  The positivity rate was 5.02% today.   There were 12 deaths, bringing the total to 4,637.   

Related story – Governor Beshear on “Face the Nation” 
Explains teacher priority for the COVID-19 vaccine 

(WKYT)  More than 614,000 Kentuckians have been vaccinated so far. Several Thousand are teachers.  On 
Sunday, Governor Andy Beshear was a guest on CBS’s Face the Nation.  He said Kentucky is close to being 
the first state to fully vaccinate all educators. He also celebrated bringing students back into classrooms. 

“We have all but about seven school districts already back in some form of in-person. Those districts are going 
to expand. And now we have a commitment from all of our remaining districts to get that done too,” he said.   

Full story:  https://www.wkyt.com/2021/02/28/governor-beshear-explains-teacher-priority-for-the-covid-19-vaccine-on-cbss-
face-the-nation/ 

Watch:  https://www.cbsnews.com/video/face-the-nation-ronna-mcdaniel-adam-kinzinger-andy-beshear-scott-gottlieb/ 

---------- 

CDC advisors recommend J&J COVID-19 vaccine 

(CIDRAP – Feb 28)  An outside vaccine advisory panel for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) today voted to recommend the single-dose Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine after discussing study 
findings and policy and clinical considerations. 

Their interim recommendation, moving a third vaccine option just a step away from distribution, comes on the 
heels of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) emergency use authorization (EUA) announcement last night, 
accepting its advisory group's recommendation. 

The CDC usually accepts the recommendations of its Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 
and a formal CDC announcement will be the final step that clears vaccination to begin. 

Full story:  https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/02/cdc-advisors-recommend-jj-covid-19-vaccine  

Related – UPS facility in Bullitt County will be one of two centers  
working on distributing the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

https://www.whas11.com/mobile/article/news/local/shepherdsville-johnson-johnson-vaccine-distribute/417-1cdee253-4bea-
47c9-9557-ffc9b7d9e3f0 

---------- 

State Tornado Drill Coming – Are you Ready? 

Severe weather can, and does, occur throughout the year in the 
Commonwealth!  Knowing the risks, being prepared and having an emergency 
plan could save your life! 

Learn more about what to do BEFORE A TORNADO, DURING A TORNADO, 
and AFTER A TORNADO at this KY Emergency Management site:  
https://kyem.ky.gov/Preparedness/Pages/Tornado.aspx  

----------- 
Flooding is On-Going in KY 

Severe Weather Possible across South-central and Western KY along the Tennessee Border 

Flooding is ongoing in many locations across 
central Kentucky and southern Indiana. 
Another wave of showers and storms this 
evening could produce new or more significant 
flooding. The heavy rain threat should end from 
northwest to southeast overnight.   

Additionally, there is a threat for damaging 
winds and even a brief tornado across south-
central Kentucky through this evening.   Check 
out the Weather Story graphics below from the 
NWS Paducah office for the Tornado Watch 
area.      
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NWS Watches, Warnings and Advisories:  https://www.weather.gov/wwamap/wwatxtget.php?cwa=lmk&wwa=all 

NWS Paducah Weather Story Graphics:  https://www.weather.gov/pah/weatherstory 
---------- 

Aerial footage shows massive Kentucky flooding 
Link:  https://abcnews.go.com/US/video/aerial-footage-shows-massive-kentucky-flooding-76157469 

----------   
FBI Training Opportunity:  

Mitigating Chemical/Explosive and Biological Threats  
Through Triggers and Tripwires for the Emergency Response Sector 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation Weapons of Mass Destruction Directorate (FBI WMDD) Chemical and 
Biological Countermeasures Unit (CBCU) developed online training based on case examples of subjects who 
possessed or attempted to possess chemical and biological materials for nefarious purposes. 

The goal of the presentation is to inform the audience on the importance of information sharing, capacity 
building, and other situational awareness capabilities that exist in every state and territory. Additionally, this 
presentation will provide audience members relevant triggers and tripwires of the above-mentioned threats, 
discuss tripwire information that was provided, and how local WMD Coordinators can assist in mitigating these 
threats in their area of responsibility. 

This training is one of many initiatives the FBI WMDD leads to prevent and neutralize WMD threats against the 
homeland and interests abroad. WMDD focuses on outreach, intelligence, operational response, and 
investigative capabilities designed to keep WMD threats from becoming a reality. Through creating an avenue of 
information sharing with first responders, specifically medical staff, this will allow for the potential to mitigate the 
use of chemical and biological agents for WMDs. This is a shared commitment between the federal government, 
the private sector, and members of the community, including law enforcement, hazmat, and first responders. 

This presentation will occur on Wednesday, March 24, 2021 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. ET.  
(Please note that Daylight Saving Time (+1 hour) is in effect during this time.) 

For more information about this training event, visit the FBI WMDD CBCU webpage. 

To register for this training event, visit the registration page. The participant call-in number is 800-768-3395. 

(Source: FBI WMDD CBCU)  - Extracted from The InfoGram from EMR-ISAC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The KHREF Emergency Preparedness Update is assembled several times a week.  When events make it necessary, the Update may be sent out several times 
a day to keep our hospital and the healthcare community advised on preparedness news and information.  Most of this information is compiled from open 
sources, and where possible reference links will be provided.  There is an archive of Emergency Preparedness Updates available here.  If you would like to 
added or deleted, or have something you would like to contribute to a future edition of the Emergency Preparedness Update, please contact 
Preparedness@kyha.com (include your current email address).  The preparedness program for the Kentucky Hospital Association (KHA) and KHREF are 
supported by US DHHS ASPR HPP funds through a contract with Kentucky Public Health. 
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